c COLORADO
o Chitdaen, i i
e Child Welfare Training System

Tolii Wesitarn

CWTS Connection

Inspiring Excellence and Innovation through Learning

A monthly newsletter for Colorado's child welfare learning community

October 2025

LEARNER COVE

October is Foster Youth Voice Month!

There is still time to raise awareness and celebrate our incredible I s |
youth with lived experience in foster care. See a list of activities and

trainings.

Nominate a child welfare worker who has made an impact

The Office of Children, Youth, and Families, Division of Child Welfare

at CDHS will be celebrating child welfare workers throughout 2026 to recognize staff who
excel in their service to children, youth, and families and to help the public better
understand this complex work. Nominate a worker who is passionate about their work and
a role model for others, who takes a community-based approach to child welfare, and who
is willing to share their story in CO4Kids blog posts and other media outlets. Candidates
will be recognized starting in 2026, and top candidates will have the chance to be
spotlighted in the Community Partner Newsletter. All nominees will receive a certificate of
appreciation and gift. The deadline to nominate a worker is November 1, 2025.

The medical issues symposium is back!

The one-day training Promoting Child Safety by Understanding Medical Issues is
returning on November 13 after a waitlisted first offering in the spring! This unique offering
covers a wide range of topics through in-depth mini sessions. Join your colleagues to
learn the latest from medical experts from Children’s Hospital Colorado.

Registration is now open for our most popular DV course

The essential course Building Safety with Families Impacted by Domestic Violence
is newly revised, with a brand-new WBT and significantly redesigned seminar. Join the
November 18 session to enhance your practice with DV.

Interested in being a home study practitioner?

Join certified trainers from the Consortium for Children to learn to conduct SAFE home
studies, supervise home study practitioners, or simply get a short refresher.


https://coloradocwts.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/YouthVoice-2025-October-Activities-.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0eqO4nL7iyX5Z52I-A1ijHFto1PX4aAtVjAnYqwcGjDAyhw/viewform
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3360
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3486
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=282806c4-fcea-4279-9aad-1242b31e733c

o SAFE Refresher Training on November 17
e SAFE Training on November 18-19
e SAFE Supervisor Training on November 20

Ready for training? Seats are still available in these popular courses:

e SMART Family Services Planning on October 22

e Engaging Fathers to Improve Outcomes for Children and Families on October
22

e Supervisor Learning Exchange: Relationship Status: It’s Complicated on
October 22

e Supervisory Practice to Prevent Serious Harm: Sleep Tight, the Kids Are All
Right on October 27-28

e TBRI Caregiver Training on November 7 and 21 and December 5

e Habits for Resiliency: You Can’t Give What You Don’t Have on November 11

Find an Open Seat

FOSTERING AND KINSHIP CONNECTION

Understanding the Mental Health Needs of Foster Children and Youth

If you are outside and it starts to rain...you will get wet. This is not the beginning of a song
or a rhyme. It is just the truth of rain and the impact it has on you. Another example is
when you eat toxic food and your body rejects it by throwing up. Getting wet or vomiting
are not preferable experiences, yet they ARE natural results of unfortunate circumstances.
(Read about the mental health needs of foster youth)

Find Caregiver Courses

COACHING CORNER

In today’s complex and ever-evolving child welfare system, great leaders must navigate
seemingly opposite forces, like these:

e Leading with clarity while embracing uncertainty

e Being collaborative while maintaining healthy boundaries

e Providing compassion while setting clear expectations

Individual leadership coaching empowers child welfare leaders to skillfully manage these
polarities by gaining insight and tools to lead with confidence. Leaders learn to see
polarities as tools to be leveraged rather than problems to be solved!

Ready to make the leap into coaching? Contact our coaching program manager, Stacy
Walsh, to learn more.

BREATHING SPACE

[ 2
7 Ways to Start Setting Work Boundaries s , 3
Child welfare is important work, and it can be overwhelming. LUEE wolmg
Emergencies, late-night calls, the immense amount of paperwork, and T

the emotional weight of families’ struggles can quickly blur the line


https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3325
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3326
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3327
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3331
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3376
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3421
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3350
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3332
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3224
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/local/reportbuilder/report.php?id=47
https://coloradocwts.com/quick-tips-for-caregivers-october-2025/
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/local/catalogue/index.php?coursecategory=242&tags=kinship&sort=1
mailto:stacy.walsh@cuanschutz.edu

between work and life. | have been coaching lately with several new

workers and was reminded once again how critical it is to be able to set personal
boundaries—if you want to be able to do this job for the long term. (Read about how to
start setting boundaries at work)

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS

Monday, October 20, 1-2:30 PM: FEM Facilitator Learning Exchange: Kinship
—Beyond the Money

Wednesday, October 22, 11 AM-12:30 PM: Supervisor Learning Exchange:
Relationship Status: It’s Complicated

Tuesday, October 28, 10:30 AM- 12 PM: Ask an Expert: Substance

Recognition—And What It Means to You
Thursday, October 30, 11 AM-2 PM: Training Steering Committee meeting

Friday, October 31, 10—11 AM: Medium-Size County Connection

Thursday, November 27—Friday, November 28: Help Desk closed

Do your colleagues know what you know?

Make sure everyone on your team is in the loop and receiving the latest updates by
signing up for the CWTS newsletter.

Contact Newsletter Editor

CWTS | 13123 E. 16th Ave Gary Pavilion Box 390 | Aurora, CO 80045 US
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https://coloradocwts.com/breathing-space-october-2025/
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3494
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3421
https://learning.coloradocwts.com/course/view.php?id=3560
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