Transitioning with Care: The Implementation of

Individualized Placement Transition Plans (IPTP) for
Children in Out-of-Home Care
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Bill Overview

House Bill 25-1097 Primary Goal:

"MEASURES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN IN

OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS IN To prevent children/youth in specified
FAMILY-BASED SETTINGS THROUGH THE placements from experiencing

CREATION OF PLACEMENT TRANSITION unnecessary or abrupt placement
PLANS". changes after a decision has been made

by the county department, court, or
agreement between parties for a
change of placement.

Effective Date of Mandate:

The requirement to create an IPTP
begins July 1, 2026. Caseworker shall
document the IPTP in the state
automated case management system
(Trails).




Individualized Placement Transition Plan (IPTP)
A plan developed pursuant to the bill to prevent
unnecessary or abrupt placement changes.
Placement

Placement in a foster care home, a kinship
Key Definitions foster care home, or a non-certified kinship
care home.
Provider

A foster care parent,relative or kin who
provides care for child/youth. Kin can be
certified or non-certified.
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In this conversation facilitated by Edith McCready (Division of
Child Welfare) and Cara Nord ( Office of the Child’s
Representative), hear from Lived Experts Action Panel (LEAP)
members, Malachi, Emiliano, Maya, Shelby, and Alisiana on how

theri placement transitions might have gone more smoothly.
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/19mRhSobRwmvPu6oF5LjLLKoQd8SWhMBO/view
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When IPTP is Required




I Mandatory Creation

A County Department Child Welfare Caseworker shall create an IPTP any time
a child/youth is moved in the following situations:

Moved from one Placement (foster care/kinship home) to another

Moved from any Placement back to the child/youth’s home

Note: The county department is exempt from creating an Individualized Placement Transition Plan
for emergency placement changes or placement changes in congregate care settings.
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Plan Development &
Oversight




I Input and Participation

Caseworker must solicit input from:

e The parties to the case

e Current and future providers

e The child/youth, if appropriate to the child/youth’s
age or developmental level

Input may be solicited during a meeting, but a meeting
is not required. A party or provider may choose not to
provide input.
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I Siblings & Timeline

e |f a sibling group is moved together, the caseworker
may develop one IPTP for the group, provided the
plan accounts for the individualized needs of each

child.

e The IPTP must not be used to slow down the
return of a child/youth to the child/youth’s home.
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I Court Authority & Notification

e An IPTP does not override a court order for the
placement of a child/youth.

e As a result of a court order, the court may order an IPTP
for a child/youth’s move.

e The court may order a specific date for completion of the
IPTP to ensure that an agreed-upon or court-ordered
placement change is not delayed.

e Notification: Absent an emergency placement change, the
caseworker shall notify the child/youth, current provider,
and future provider at least forty-eight hours before the
move.
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Required Components of
the IPTP:
Part 1: Pre-Transition Logistics
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An IPTP must include (but is not limited to) the
following components:

Identifying individuals responsible for each element of
the plan.

Determining time frames for the placement change.
Identifying opportunities for the child/youth to
maintain contact with the current provider, with
primary considerations given to the child’s mental,
emotional, and physical needs and the preferences of
the child/youth and future provider.

Determining how a child/youth will maintain
connections with siblings when they are not placed
together.
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Belongings & Records Logistics
Logistics related to the child or youth's belongings, current
medication, and records also need to be arranged in the IPTP.

e All belongings and current medications should be carefully
packed in appropriate luggage to avoid damage during
transportation.

e The child/youth's records and information may also need to
be shared between parties/providers, subject to privilege
or confidentiality standards.

e Keep in mind that sharing information between the current
provider and the new provider is done upon the consent of
both providers and the child/youth
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Required Components of

the IPTP:
Part 2: Health, Education,
Communication, and Timeline




I Continuation of Services: Communication Plan:

e Identifying whether the child/youth’s e Communicate the IPTP with the
current health care and mental health child/youth in an age-appropriate
services will continue or transition to manner.
new providers. e Support Indian child/youth in

maintaining or developing tribal
connections per the federal “Indian
Child Welfare Act of 1978.”

e Plan pre- and post-transition
communications, ensuring they are
child-centered, trauma-informed,
and compliant with the rights of
children and youth in foster care.
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Education: Communication Plan:

e Child Welfare Education Liaison

o |ceRtiAIREIEANREEE oLl Cleed Directory (CWEL-school district point of

o Is transportation needed?

e Schedule a best interest determination

e Identify if student has an IEP/504 plan (BID) meeting if there is a school move
e Identify other programs student might consideration per CCR 1209-4, 7.301.241
be participating in/eligible for D. Only if the county holds custody.

o Fostering Opportunities e Create transportation plan if needed
o FosterEd/ETV (Higher Education) o Consider resources for school of

origin transport
o EmpowerkEd (Higher Education) ; °

e Update Health Passport with school
information (IEP/504 plan, grades, etc.)

e Send out school notification letters
(regardless of school move)
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https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=2b1f4f8786674c9a95a7733334f5e813
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=2b1f4f8786674c9a95a7733334f5e813

Connections:

e I|dentifying opportunities for the child/youth to visit or contact the future
provider prior to the transition.

e |dentifying opportunities prior to the transition for the child/youth to spend
time with connections that may be lost.
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Required Components of
the IPTP:

Part 3: Moving &
Post-Transition




I Physical Move Plan:

e Child/youth moved to a new placement by someone known to |
them.

e Previous provider notified of safe arrival.

Caseworker’s Post-Transition Communications Framework:

e Status Update: Provide status update to previous provider,
unless safety concern, objection, or court order.

e Follow-Up Support: Communicate with current and previous
provider (if requested) to assess transition and offer support.
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Thank you

Questions? Contact, Edith McCready
edith.mccready@state.co.us
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